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Why are we here today?

• The reasons for citations

• To cite or not to cite

• Citation vs. paraphrase

• Citation vs. reference record

• Citation methods

• Citation styles

• (In)famous plagiarists

• Outsourcing the hard labour



The reasons for citations

• Why do we cite at all?



The reasons for citations

• The most important is to distinguish your own thoughts and contributions from 
those already expressed by someone else

• Citation provides a trace back to the source of a thought

• Citations support your own research (supporting your statements with authority)

• But mainly…

Stealing is wrong

• Theft of an idea is also theft; intellectual property is also property



To cite or not to cite

• We cite everything that’s not from our head, i.e.:

• Direct quotations

• Paraphrase of someone else

• Summary of someone else‘s work

• Facts and data that aren‘t common knowledge

But what is ???



To cite or not to cite

• Some facts are so well-known and taken for granted that they 
don‘t have to be cited

• Water boils at 100°C

• The Earth orbits around the Sun

• But not all common knowledge is actually true*

• All birds can fly

• The Great Wall of China is the only man-made structure visible from space

• Humans have 5 senses

• When not sure or debunking a myth, always cite (use e.g. an 
encyclopedia)

*For more, see: http://www.informationisbeautiful.net/visualizations/common-mythconceptions-worlds-most-contagious-falsehoods/



Summarize it, but correctly!

The Effects of Country Music on Suicide1

This article assesses the link between country music and metropolitan suicide
rates. Country music is hypothesized to nurture a suicidal mood through its
concerns with problems common in the suicidal population, such as marital discord,
alcohol abuse, and alienation from work. The results of a multiple regression
analysis of 49 metropolitan areas show that the greater the airtime devoted to
country music, the greater the white suicide rate.

How should it appear in the news?

• Immigrants spread country music to kill off the white population!

• Country music causes alcoholism and raises unemployment and 
divorce rates.

• Country music proved to be fatal for socially excluded individuals.

• Johnny Cash revealed to be a mass murderer.
1STACK, Steven a Jim GUNDLACH, 1992. The Effect of Country Music on Suicide. Social Forces [online]. 9., 71(1), 211. ISSN 00377732. Available at:

http://media.library.ku.edu.tr/reserve/resfall08_09/CSHS501_JDixon/the_effects_ofcountry_music.pdf

http://media.library.ku.edu.tr/reserve/resfall08_09/CSHS501_JDixon/the_effects_ofcountry_music.pdf


Citation vs. paraphrase

• When to paraphrase?

• When we want to sum up somebody else’s thought(s) 

Richard III. 

has seen better 

winters.

Shakespeare (Big Willy) Funny Poster. In: Shakespeare (Big Willy) Funny Poster [online]. ©AllPosters.com [5.9.2016]. Available at: 
http://www.allposters.com/-sp/Shakespeare-Big-Willy-Funny-Poster-Posters_i9843569_.htm

King Richard III.  In: BBC – History - King Richard III [online]. © BBC [5.9.2016]. Available at: http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/people/king_richard_iii

http://www.allposters.com/-sp/Shakespeare-Big-Willy-Funny-Poster-Posters_i9843569_.htm
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/people/king_richard_iii


Citation vs. reference item

• A reference item identifies an original source in your reference list
SHAKESPEARE, William and Janis LULL. King Richard III. New York: Cambridge University 
Press, 2009. 253 p. ISBN 978-0-521-73556-8.

• Use a citation to acknowledge the work of others in your essay text; 
when you cite specifically, you will mention the page (if available) for 
the source of content

“Now is the winter of our discontent 
Made glorious summer by this sun of York.”

(1st citation) SHAKESPEARE, William and Janis LULL. King Richard III. New York: Cambridge 
University Press, 2009, p. 61.

(2nd, 3rd…) SHAKESPEARE and LULL. King Richard III., p. 61.

(subsequent citations)  Ibid, p. 61.



Telotte, J. (1995). Replications: a robotic history of the science fiction film. Urbana: University of Illinois Press.

Gunn, J. (2003). The Reality Paradox in the Matrix. In G. Yeffeth (ed.), Taking the red pill: science, philosophy
and religion in The Matrix (pp. 59-70). Chicago: Independent Publishers Group.

• BOOK: AUTHOR YEAR BOOK LOCATION PUBLISHER

• CHAPTER IN 
A COLLECTION: AUTHOR YEAR EDITOR(S) BOOK LOCATION       PUBLISHER

CHAPTER 
TITLE

PAGE 
(EXTENT)

Reference list



• THESIS:            AUTHOR                 YEAR TITLE (INSTITUTION) URL

• ONLINE ARTICLE:        AUTHOR        TITLE         WEBPAGE      URL  
DATE OF 

CREATION/UPDATE

Richards, G. (2016). Caffeinated energy drink use in adolescents and young adults: associations with mental 
health, academic performance, and problem behaviour (Doctoral dissertation). Retrieved from
http://orca.cf.ac.uk/id/eprint/96262.

Larkin, K. (2010, August 17). Attack of the ancient „zombie“ ants. Nature News. Retrieved from
http://www.nature.com/news/2010/100817/full/news.2010.415.html. 

THESIS/

DISSERTATION

Reference list

http://orca.cf.ac.uk/id/eprint/96262
http://www.nature.com/news/2010/100817/full/news.2010.415.html


Citation systems: author-date/parenthesis

In text

In references



Citation systems: author-number

In text In references



Citation systems: footnotes

In text In references



Citation styles

• How you cite depends on what your school (later university, lecturer
or publisher) requires

• Only one style and method should be used consistently
• APA 

ASIMOV, I. (2008). I, robot. New York: Bantam Books.

• Chicago (16th edition)

Asimov, Isaac. 2008. I, Robot. Robot Series. New York: Bantam Books.

• ČSN ISO 690 

ASIMOV, Isaac. I, robot. New York: Bantam Books, 2008, 224 p. Robot series. ISBN 9780553382563.

• IEEE

I. Asimov, I, robot. New York: Bantam Books, 2008.

• MLA (7th edition) 

Asimov, Isaac. I, Robot. New York: Bantam Books, 2008. Print. Robot Series.

https://sites.google.com/site/novaiso690/
http://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/tools_citationguide.html
https://sites.google.com/site/novaiso690/
https://www.ieee.org/documents/ieeecitationref.pdf
http://library.williams.edu/citing/styles/mla.php


• Pictures

Artist. (Year created). Title. [Medium] 

City: Gallery / Museum. 

Hokusai, K. (1932). Under the Wave off Kanagawa. [Polychrome 

woodblock print] New York: The Metropolitan Museum of Art.

What can you cite?





• Movies

Title. (Year). [medium] Directed 
by. Place of origin: Publisher

Star Wars: Episode IV - A New Hope. (1977). [film] Directed by G. Lucas. 

USA: Lucasfilm.

What can you cite?



• Lectures

Presenter. (Year). Presentation title. [Lecture]. Location/Institution,
Date.

Sandel, M. (2009). Justice: The Moral Side of Murder. [Lecture].

Harvard University, 4th September 2009.

What can you cite?



TED Talks (2016). Inside the mind of a master procrastinator | Tim Urban. [Video] 
Available at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=arj7oStGLkU [2017-05-02].

• YouTube video:

Author/Corporation. (Year). 

Title of video. [Video]. 

Avaliable at: URL.

[Access date]. 

What can you cite?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=arj7oStGLkU


(In)Famous plagiarists

• Karl-Theodor zu Gutenberg 

– German Minister of

Defense, rising star of the

CDU; accused of plagiarism 

in 2011 → resigned, stripped 

of PhD

Source: Karl-Theodor zu Gutenberg. In: Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia [online]. 
[Cit 6.9.2016]. Available at: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Karl-
Theodor_zu_Guttenberg. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Karl-Theodor_zu_Guttenberg


(In)Famous plagiarists

• Pál Schmitt – Hungarian fencer, 

diplomat and politician. Elected 

president of Hungary in 2010; two 

years later, exposure of plagiarism 

in his doctoral thesis → resigned, 

stripped of PhD

Source: Pál Schmitt. In: Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia [online]. [Cit 
6.9.2016]. Available at: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/P%C3%A1l_Schmitt. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/P%C3%A1l_Schmitt


(In)Famous plagiarists

• Enrique Peña Nieto –

President of Mexico, 

accused by academics 

of copying 29 % of his 

dissertation from other 

authors with no 

references to them → 

no consequences so far 

(except for lower 

approval ratings) Source: Mexico president Enrique Peña Nieto plagiarized thesis for law degree: report. In: 
The Guardian [online]. [Cit 3.11.2016]. Available at: 
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/aug/22/mexico-president-enrique-pena-nieto-
plagiarized-thesis-law-degree. 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/aug/22/mexico-president-enrique-pena-nieto-plagiarized-thesis-law-degree


(In)Famous plagiarists

• Melania Trump – Wife of a 

US president; in her speech 

at the Republican National 

Convention in July 2016 

she used whole paragraphs 

from Michelle Obama’s 

2008 speech → Donald 

Trump elected president of 

the USA

Source: 11 Hilarious Melania Trump RNC Speech Memes (Photos). In: The Wrap [online]. 
[Cit 6.9.2016]. Available at: http://www.thewrap.com/11-hilarious-melania-trump-rnc-speech-
memes-photos/. 

http://www.thewrap.com/11-hilarious-melania-trump-rnc-speech-memes-photos/


Melania Trump slammed for stealing from Michelle Obama’s speech. Atlanta Daily World [online]. 2016-07-19 [2017-04-19]. 
Avaliable at: https://atlantadailyworld.com/2016/07/19/melania-trump-slammed-for-stealing-from-michelle-obamas-speech/ 

• Don‘t make the 
same mistake 
as Melania

Melania Trump slammed for stealing from Michelle Obama’s speech. Atlanta Daily World [online]. 19. červenec 2https:/atlantadailyworld.com/2016/07/19/melania-trump-slammed-for-stealing-from-michelle-obamas-speech/


Citation managers

Tools for generating and 
managing reference items:

and many others…

Citace PRO

https://www.citacepro.com/


• Changing the language



• Adding a 
preferable style













• Manager will 
generate the list –
but always be 
careful and check 
the list for typos 
and inconsistency!

• You can always 
manually correct 
any mistake or 
discrepancy that 
you find



Questions?
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